Big data is an emerging paradigm applied to datasets whose size is beyond the ability of commonly used software tools to capture, manage, and process the data within a tolerable elapsed time. Cloud computing is positioning itself as an emerging platform for delivering information infrastructures and resources as IT services. Customers (enterprises or individuals) can provision and deploy cloud services via pay-as-yougo pricing models, saving huge capital investments in their own IT infrastructures.
Social computing and networking are concerned with the intersection of social behavior and computing systems, creating or recreating social conventions and contexts through the use of software and technology. Various social computing applications such as blogs, email, instant messaging, social networking (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Google+, etc.), wikis, and social bookmarking have been widely popularized by providing digital platforms for social interaction. Such applications have profoundly changed the social behaviors and digital lifestyles of humankind, while pushing the boundaries of Internet technologies.
Sustainable computing and communications refers to principles that embrace a range of designs, procedures, and policies to enable energy-, thermal-, ecological-, and/or societal-aware management and use of computing and communication resources. It also includes designing, manufacturing, deploying, and disposing of computing and communication systems with minimal impact on the environment.
Although these three conferences have their own unique features and areas, there are a lot of overlaps among them. For example, social computing and networking involve big data and communication issues, and sustainable computing and communications also need cloud computing to solve many of their problems. By putting these three conferences together, attendees can learn and exchange ideas from different areas and may spark new interdisciplinary research areas.
We received 171 paper submissions from many different countries for BDCloud-SocialCom-SustainCom 2016. After a rigorous peer review process undertaken by the Program Committee members and external reviewers, we accepted 79 papers. Besides the regular papers, we also accepted 13 workshop papers. We truly congratulate authors of accepted papers, and also sincerely thank all authors of nonaccepted papers for their interest in BDCloud-SocialCom-SustainCom 2016.
It is impossible to organize any high-quality conference without enormous support and the expertise of many outstanding researchers and leaders. Our sincere thanks are due to all general chairs, program chairs, workshop chairs, publicity chairs, local chairs, web chairs, advisory board members, steering committee members, program committee members, reviewers, conference secretariat, and the conference 
